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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 4, 156,541 to Babb, Jr. et al. 

Babb discloses an interconnected chassis for a lock set having a mounting plate (72) 
configured for attachment to a door (14), the mounting plate including a first opening and a 
second opening (figure IB) vertically spaced apart from the first opening, a first guide channel 
(72 5 ) and a second guide channel (72 5 ) horizontally spaced apart from the first guide channel, 
and at least a first spring engaging member (figure 7 and 8), a first cam arm (106) having a first 
rotational axis, the first cam arm being rotatably coupled to the mounting plate at the first 
opening, a second cam arm (86) having a second rotational axis, the second cam arm being 
rotatably coupled to the mounting plate at the second opening, a first compression spring (72), 
and a slide plate (70 and 104) having a first end, a second end, and an interior region between the 
first end and the second end, the slide plate being positioned between, and in sliding engagement 
with, the first guide channel and the second guide channel, the slide plate including a first cam 
arm engagement member (104a) located at the first end of the slide plate and a second cam arm 
engagement member (70d) located at the second end of the slide plate, the interior region of the 
slide plate having at least a first spring retention housing , the first spring retention housing 
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having a first elongated cavity (figure IB) defined by a first spring retention wall (70a) and 
having a first spring engaging surface (74), the first elongated cavity of the slide plate 
cooperating with the mounting plate to define a first spring retention chamber (75) that provides 
lateral containment and support of the first compression spring, the first compression spring 
being positioned between the first spring engaging member of the mounting plate and the first 
spring engaging surface of the slide plate, the first compression spring biasing the second cam 
arm engagement member of the slide plate into engagement with the second cam arm (column 4, 
lines 4-7) 1-2, 7-8, 11, and 25. 

Babb also discloses the mounting plate includes a second spring engaging member 
(figures 7 and 8) horizontally spaced apart from the first spring engaging member, a second 
compression spring (72), and the slide plate having a second spring retention housing having a 
second elongated cavity (figure IB) defined by a second spring retention wall (70a) and having a 
second spring engaging surface (74), where the second elongated cavity of the slide plate 
cooperates with the mounting plate to define a second spring retention chamber (75) that 
provides lateral containment and support of the second compression spring, the second 
compression spring being positioned between the second spring engaging member of the 
mounting plate and the second spring engaging surface of the slide plate, the first compression 
spring and the second compression spring biasing the second cam arm engagement member of 
the slide plate into engagement with the second cam arm (column 4, lines 4-7), as in claims 12- 
13, and 26. 

Babb further discloses an opening (figure 1C) formed through the second cam arm along 
the second rotational axis, and an operator (120) having a mounting portion (121) and a split 
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half-round spindle (88), the mounting portion being positioned in the opening and attached to the 
second cam arm, as in claims 14 and 27, as well as the mounting portion is attached to the 
second cam arm via a setscrew (column 3, lines 54-65), as in claims 15 and 28, and where a 
rotation of the second cam arm about the second rotational axis results in a displacement of the 
slide plate, the displacement of the slide plate causing the first cam arm engagement member of 
the slide plate to engage the first cam arm, resulting in a rotation of the first cam arm about the 
first rotational axis (column 4, lines 4-23), as in claims 3, 9, and 29, wherein the rotation of the 
second cam arm is affected by a corresponding rotation of an interior operator (120), as in claims 
10 and 30. 

Regarding claims 4-6, and 16-24, the disclosed device of Babb is capable of providing 
the claimed method steps. Under the principles of inherency, if a prior art device, in its normal 
and usual operation, would necessarily perform the method claimed, then the method claimed 
will be considered to be anticipated by the prior art device. When the prior art device is the same 
as a device described in the specification, it can be assumed the device will inherently perform 
the same process. In re King, 802 F.2d 1324, 231 USPQ 136 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (703) 305-4067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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